ABSTRACT
A review of literature on the herpetofaunal diversity of Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh reveals that Smith (1931 Smith ( , 1935 Smith ( , 1943 did a comprehensive study of the reptiles of India and showed distribution of 33 species of reptiles in central India and the central Province. Nelson (1903) reported two species of vipers from Jabalpur district, Madhya Pradesh. Daniel and Selukar (1964) reported the occurrence of Rana malabarica in Bastar district, Chhattisgarh. Three species of reptilia were recorded from Madhya Pradesh by Sharma (1976) . Agrawal (1981) recorded eight species of reptiles from Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Vyas and Vyas (1981) recorded slender coral snake from Dhar district. Khajuria (1986) reported three species of reptiles from Madhya Pradesh. Saksena et al. (1988) reported eight species of amphibia from Madhya Pradesh. Das (1988) recorded Indian Peacock Softshell Turtle from Bhopal. Sanyal and Dasgupta (1990) reported 19 species of reptiles from Bastar. Pillai et al. (1991) reported eight species of amphibians, and Kalaiarasan et al. (1991) reported 21 species of reptiles from Narmada Valley. Sanyal et al. (1991) reported seven species of amphibians from Bastar. Dutta (1992) included the distribution of 14 amphibian species in Madhya Pradesh. Vyas (1993) reported the illegal trade in reptile skins in Madhya Pradesh. Saxena (1993) studied conservation status of Common Indian Monitor in Morena district. Das and Chanda (1997) described a new frog species from Amarkantak. Rao (1998) reported the distribution of two species of crocodilians and seven species of freshwater turtles in the Chambal River. Saxena (1998) reported two species of geckoes in Morena district. Ingle (2002) reported 30 species of snakes from Malwa region. Gajbe (2003a, b) reported the occurrence of Painted Frog in Shahdol district and three species of amphibians and 16 species of reptiles from Dindori district. Ingle (2003) recorded five species of amphibians and 31 species of reptiles from Jashpur.
Various workers have also studied the herpetofauna of conservation areas in this region. Agrawal (1976) recorded eight species of reptiles from Kanha National Park. Sanyal and Sur (1995) described 22 species of reptiles from Kanha Tiger Reserve. Chanda (1995b) recorded five species and Eric D' Cunha (2002) reported one species of amphibia from Kanha Tiger Reserve. Khajuria (1986) reported East Indian Leopard Gecko (Eublepharis hardwickii) from Bandhogarh National Park. Agrawal (1977) recorded three species of reptiles from Pench National Park. Pasha et al. (2000) reported 19 species of snakes from Pench National Park. Saxena (1991) reported 15 species of reptiles from Madhav National Park. Saxena (1992) described an unusual nesting site of Crocodylus palustris in Madhav National Park. Rao and Singh (1993) reported communal nesting by Gharial in National Chambal Sanctuary. Chanda (1995a) recorded eight species of amphibia, while Sanyal (1995) 12 species of reptilia from Indravati Tiger Reserve. Chandra and Gajbe (2003) reported Ocellate Shield Tail from Pachmarhi Biosphere Reserve.
A number of workers including Biswas and Sanyal (1977) , Sharma (1982) , Murthy (1985) , Murthy and Chandrasekhar (1988, 1995) , Ahmed and Dasgupta (1991, 1992) , Sanyal (1993) , Sarkar (1993) , Husain and Tilak (1994) , Gayen (1999) , Radhakrishnan (1999) , Sarkar and Ray (2000) and Sharma (2000) have worked on the fauna of other states and included the distribution of some species in Madhya Pradesh.
A list of 104 species and subspecies containing 19 species of amphibians under 13 genera of four families, and 85 species and subspecies of reptiles under 50 genera of 17 families, known from Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh has been given in Table  1 . From Madhya Pradesh, 18 species of amphibians under 13 genera of four families and 76 species and subspecies of reptiles under 49 genera of 17 families are known. From Chhattisgarh, 11 species of amphibians under nine genera of four families and 45 species of reptiles under 29 genera of 11 families are known. This is the first comprehensive account on herpetofauna of these two states, which is mainly based on identified specimens deposited in the National Zoological Collection, Z.S.I., Jabalpur and published records. The global IUCN status of endemic Indian species and national IUCN status (for India) of Indian non-endemic species has been taken from Molur and Walker (1998a, b) . Scientific and common names are as per Das (1997) , and Das and Dutta (1998) . Information on the fossil herpetofauna has been excluded. KTR Saksena et al., 1988; Pillai et al., 1991 ; VU Common Asian Toad Jabalpur, Mandla, Jashpur Sanyal et al., 1991; Dutta, 1992; Morena, Seoni, Chanda, 1995a, b; Gajbe, 2003b; Ingle, 2003 Sanyal et al., 1991; Dutta, 1992; Seoni, Shivpuri Chanda, 1995a, b; Ingle, 2003 6. Ramanella variegata (Stoliczka, 1872) M.P. Dutta, 1992 LR-nt Variegated Ramanella
7.
Uperodon globulosus (Günther, 1864) Jabalpur Bastar ITR Sarkar et al., 1991; Dutta, 1992; Sarkar, 1993 Euphlyctis cyanophlyctis (Schneider, Gwalior, Jabalpur, Bastar, ITR, KTR Saksena et al., 1988; Pillai et al., 1991 ; LR-nt 1799) Indian Skipping Frog Mandla, Morena, Jashpur Sanyal et al., 1991; Dutta, 1992; Shivpuri Chanda, 1995a, b; Ingle, 2003 10.
Hoplobatrachus tigerinus (Daudin, 1803) Dindori, Gwalior, Bastar, ITR, PTR, KTR Saksena et al., 1988; Pillai et al., 1991 ; VU Indian Bull Frog Jabalpur, Mandla, Jashpur Sanyal et al., 1991; Dutta, 1992; Morena, Seoni, Chanda, 1995a, b; Gajbe, 2003b; Ingle, 2003 Shivpuri 
11.
Indirana leithii (Boulenger, 1888) M.P. Dutta, 1992; Sarkar & Ray, 2000 LR-nt Leith's Frog
12.
Fejervarya cancrivora M.P. Dutta, 1992 LR-lc (Gravenhorst, 1829)Crab-eating Frog
13.
Fejervarya limnocharis (Boie in: Gwalior, Jabalpur, Bastar ITR, PTR, KTR Saksena et al., 1988; Pillai et al., 1991; VU Wiegmann, 1835) Cricket Frog Mandla, Morena, Sanyal et al., 1991; Dutta, 1992; Seoni, Shivpuri Chanda, 1995a Smith, 1935; Agrawal, 1976, 77, 81 ; LR-lc Brook's House Gecko Jabalpur,Morena, Jashpur, KTR, MNP Sanyal & Dasgupta, 1990; Kalaiarasan et al., Seoni, Shivpuri Sarguja 1991; Sanyal, 1995; Sanyal & Sur, 1995; Saxena, 1998; Gajbe, 2003b; Ingle, 2003 37 .
Hemidactylus flaviviridis Rüppell, 1840 Balaghat, Jabalpur, Bastar, ITR, KTR, Agrawal, 1977; Sanyal & Dasgupta, 1990 ; LR-lc Yellow-green House Gecko Morena, Shivpuri Jashpur MNP Sanyal, 1995; Sanyal & Sur, 1995; Saxena, 1991, 98; Ingle, 2003 38. Kalaiarasan et al., 1991; Saxena, 1991; Shivpuri Sarguja Sanyal, 1995; Sanyal & Sur, 1995; Murthy & Chandrasekhar, 1995; Gajbe, 2003b; Ingle, 2003 Ophisops jerdoni Blyth, 1853 Jabalpur, Rewa Bilaspur Smith, 1935; Biswas & Sanyal, 1977; Sanyal, DD Snake-eyed Lacerta 1993; Murthy & Chandrasekhar, 1995; Gayen, 1999; Sharma, 2000 64.
Hemidactylus frenatus
Ophisops microlepis (Blanford, 1870) M.P. Smith, 1935; Sharma, 1982 Sharma, , 2000 Gayen, 1999 Smith, 1943; Sanyal & Dasgupta, 1990 ; LR-nt Buff-striped Keelback Seoni, Mandsaur, Jashpur Kalaiarasan et al., 1991; Sanyal, 1995 , Ratlam, Jhabua, Pasha et al. 2000 Ingle, 2002, 03; Gajbe, 2003b 
75.
Argyrogena fasciolatus (Shaw, 1802) Gwalior, Jabalpur, Jashpur KTR Smith, 1943; Agrawal, 1976; Ahmed & LR-nt Banded Racer Mandla, Ujjain, Dasgupta, 1992; Sanyal & Sur, 1995; Indore, Dewas Sharma, 2000; Ingle, 2002 
92.
Ptyas mucosus (Linnaeus, 1758) Dindori, Jabalpur, Bastar, ITR, KTR, Smith, 1943; Sanyal & Dasgupta, 1990 ; LR-nt Indian Rat Snake Mandla, Seoni, Jashpur MNP, PTR Kalaiarasan et al., 1991; Saxena, 1991; Mandsaur, Ratlam, Sanyal, 1995; Sanyal & Sur, 1995; Pasha et al. Jhabua, Shajapur, 2000; Ingle, 2002, 03; Gajbe, 2003b 
